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Amendments to the Claims:
Claims 1-34 (Cancelled)

3s. (Currcntly Amended) A toneable conduit, comprising:

an elongate polymeric tube having a wall with an interior surface and an exterior surface,
a channel extending longitudinally within the wall ol the elongate polymeric tube; and a
stabilizing rib extending longitudinally along the interior surface of the wall of the elongate
polymeric tube and located radially inward from and directly under said channel; and

a continuous wire coincident with the channel in the elongate polymeric tube;
said wire capable of transmitting a toning signal to allow the conduit to be detected by

toning equipment.

36. (Previously presented) The toneable conduit according to Claim 35, wherein the

wire is a high elongation wire.

37. (Previously prescnted) The toneable conduit according to Claim 36, wherein the

high elongation wire has an elongation of at least about 1%.

38. (Previously presented) The toneable conduit according to Claim 37, wherein the

bigh elongation wire has an elongation of at least about 3%.
39. (Previously presented) The toneable conduit according to Claim 37, wherein the
high clongation wire is selected from the group consisting of copper-clad steel wire, copper-clad

aluminum wire, copper wire, and tin copper wire.

40. (Previously prescnted) The toneable conduit according to Claim 37, wherein the

high elongation-wire is copper-clad steel wire.
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41.  (Previously presented) The toneable conduit according to Claim 37, wherein the
high clongation wire has a diamcter of from about 0.32 mm to about 2.59 mm.

42.  (Previously presented) The toneable conduit according to Claim 35, wherein the
wirc is selected from the group consisting of copper-clad steel wire, copper-clad aluminum wire,

copper wire, and tin copper wire.

43, (Previously presented) The toneable conduit according to Claim 35, wherein the

wire is copper-clad steel wirc.

44. (Previously presented) The toneable conduil according to Claim 35, wherein the

wire has a diameter of from about 0.32 mm to about 2.59 mm.

45.  (Previously Presented) The toncable conduit according to Claim 35, wherein said
wire is coated with a coating composition that prevents the wire from adhering to the polymer

melt used to form the polymecric tube.

46, (Previously Presented) The toneable conduit according to Claim 45, wherein the
coating composition is formed of a polymeric material selected from the group consisting of
fluoropolymers, polyamides, polyesters, polycarbonates, polypropylene, polyurethanes,
polyacetals, polyacrylics, epoxies and silicone polyrmers.

47. (Previously Prescnied) The toneable conduit according to Claim 46, wherein the
coating composition is formed of a polymeric matcrial that has a melting temperaturc of at Jeast

about 500°F.

43, (Previously Presented) The toneable conduit according to Claim 47, wherein the
coating composition is formed of polytetrafluoroethylene.
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49.  (Previously Presented) The toneable conduit according to Claim 35, wherein said
elongate tubce has a predetermined wall thickness.

50. (Previously Presented) The toneable conduit according to Claim 49, wherein the

exterior surface of the tube is smooth.

51. (Previously Prescnted) The toneable conduit according to Claim 35, wherein said
elongatc polymeric tube is formed of a polymeric matcrial selected from the group consisting of

polyethylene and polyviny! chloride.

52. (Previously Presented) The toneablc conduit according to Claim 51, whercin said

elongate polymeric tube is formed of high density polyethylene.

53.  (Previously Presented) The toncable conduit according to Claim 35, further
comprising at least one additional rib extending longitudinally along the interior surface of the
elongatc polymeric tube to facilitate the installation of cable within the conduit.

54, (Currently Amended) A toneable conduit, comprising:

an elongate polymeric tube formed of high density polyethylene having a wall with an
interior surface, an exterior surface, and a predetermined wall thickness; a channel extending
longitudinally within the wall of the elongate polymeric tube; and a stabilizin grib extending
longitudinally along the interior surface of the wall of the elongate polymeric tabe and located
radially inward from and directly under said channel; and

a continuous, copper-clad steel wire coincident with the channel in the elongate
polymeric tubc; _

said copper-clad steel wire capable of transmitting a toning signal over long distances to
allow the conduit to be detected by toning cquipment and capable of being tom out of the

polymeric tube to allow the conduit and wire to be coupled.
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53.  (New) The toneable conduit according to Claim 54, wherein said wire is coated
with a coating composition that prevents the wire from adhering to the polymer melt used to

form the polymeric tube.

56.  (New) The toneable conduit according to Claim 35, wherein said wire is capable

of being torn out of the polymeric tube to allow the conduit and wire to be coupled,

57.  (New) A method of coupling a first toncable conduit with a second toncable
conduit, comprising the steps of: |

providing a first toneablc conduit comprising an clongate polymeric tube having a wall
with an interior surfacc and an exterior surface; a channel extending longitudinally withiu the
wall of the clongate polymeric tube; and a stabilizing rib extending longitudinall y along the
interior surface of the wall of the elongate polymeric tube and located radially inward from and
directly under said channel; and a continuous wire coincident with the channel in the elongate
polymeric tubc;

providing a second toneable conduit comprising an clongate polymetic ube having a wall
with an interior surface and an exterior surface; a channel extending longitudinally within the '
wall of (he elongate polymeric tube; and a stabilizing rib extending longiﬁldinally along the
interior surface of the wall of the elongatc polymeric tube and located radially inward from and
directly under said channcl; and a continuous wire coincident with the channcl in the elongate
polymeric tube;

tearing the wire of the first toneable conduit through the exterior surface of the first
toneable conduit;

tearing the wire of the second toneable conduit through the exterior surface of the second
toneable conduit;

mechanically connecting the first conduit and second conduit; and

electrically connecting the wire from the first toneable conduit and the wire from the

second toneable conduit.
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58.  (New) The method according to Claim 56, said providing steps comprising
providing a first toncable conduit and a second toncable conduit wherein the wire in the first

toneable conduit and in the second toneable conduit is a copper-clad steel wire,

59.  (New) The method according to Claim 56, said providing steps comprising
providing a first toncable conduit and a second toneablc conduit wherein the wire in the first
toneablc conduit and in the second toneable conduit is coated with a coating composition that

compriscs polytetrafluoroethylcne.

60.  (New) The method according to Claim 56, said providing steps comprising
providing a first toneable conduit and a second toneable conduit wherein the elongate polymeric
lube of the first toncable conduit and the second toneable conduit is formed of high density

polyethylene.

61.  (New) A toneable conduit, comprising:

an elongate polymeric tube having 4 wall with an interior surface and an exterior surface,
a channel cxtending longitudinally within the wall of the elongate polymeric tubc; and a
stabilizing rib extending longitudinally along the interior surface of the wall of the clongate
polymeric tube and located radially inward from and supporting said chanmel; and

a continuous wire coincident with the channel in the elongate polymeric tube;

said wire capable of transmitting a toning signal to allow the conduit to be detected by

toning equipment.

62. (New) Thc toneable conduit according to Claim 61, wherein the wire is a hi gh

elongation wire.

63.  (New) The toneablc conduit according to Claim 62, wherein the high clongation

wirc has an elongation of at least about 1%.
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64.  (New) The toneable conduit according to Claim 63, wherein the high clongation

wire has an elongation of at least about 3%.

65.  (New) The toneable conduit according to Claim 63, wherein the high elongation
wire is selected from the group consisting of copper-clad steel wire, copper-clad aluminum wire,

copper wire, and tin copper wire.

66. (New) The toneable conduit according to Claim 63, wherein the high elongation

wire is copper-clad steel wire.

67.  (New) The toneable conduit according to Claim 63, wherein the high elongation

wire has a diameter of from about 0.32 mm to about 2.59 mm.

68.  (New) The toneable conduit according to Claim 61, wherein the wire js selected
from the group consisting of copper-clad steel wire, copper-clad aluminum wire, copper wire,

and tin copper wire,

69.  (New) The toneable conduit according to Claim 61, whercin the wire is copper-

clad steel wire.

70.  (New) The toneable conduit according to Claim 61, wherein the wirc has a

diametcr of from about 0.32 mm to about 2.59 mm.

71, (New) The toneable conduit according to Claim 61, wherein said wire is coated
with a coating composition that prevents the wire from adhering to the polymer melt used to
form the polymeric tube.

72, (New) The toncable conduit according to Claim 61, whercin the coating

composition is formed of a polymeric matcrial selected from the group consisting of
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fluoropolymcrs, polyamides, polyesters, polycarbonates, polypropylene, polyurethanes,
polyacetals, polyacrylics, cpoxies and silicone polymers.

73.  (New) The toneable conduit according to Claim 72, wherein the coating
composition is formed of a polymeric material that has a melting temperature of at least about
500°F.

74. {New) The toneable conduit according to Claim 73, wherein the coating
composition is formed of polytetrafluorocthylene.

75.  (New) The toneable conduit according to Claim 61, whercin said elongate tube
has a predetermined wall thickness.

76.  (New) The toneable conduit according to Claim 75, wherein the exterior surface

of the tubc is smooth.

77. (New) The toneablc conduit according to Claim 61, wherein said elongate
polymeric tube is formed of a polymeric material selected from the group consisting of
polyethylene and polyvinyl chloride.

78. (Ncw) The toneable conduit according to Claim 77, whercin said elongate

polymeric tube is formed of high density polyethylene.
79.  (New) The toneablc conduit according to Claim 61, further comprising at least
one additional rib extending longitudinally along the interior surface of the elongate polymeric

tube to facilitate the installation of cable within the conduit.

80.  (Ncw) The toncable conduit according to Claim 61, wherein said wirc is capable

of being torn out of the polymeric tube to allow the conduit and wire to be coupled.

PAGE 13(32* RCVD AT 112012005 7:44:52 PM [Eastem Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0* DNIS:8729306* CSID:4048817777 * DURATION (mm-s):09-50



.01/20/05 19:48 FAX 4048817777 ho14

Appl. No.: 09/989,289
Filed: November 20, 2001

Page 9

81. (New) A toneable conduit, comprising:

an elongate polymeric tube formed of high density polyethylene havin g a wall with an
interior surface, an exterior surface, and a predetermined wall thickness; a channel extending
longitudinally within the wall of the elongate polymeric tube; and a stabilizing rib extending
longitudinally along the interior surface of the wall of the elongate polymeric tube and located
radially inward from and supporting said channel; and

a continuous, copper-clad steel wire coincident with the ¢hannel in the elongate
polymeric lube;

said copper-clad steel wire capable of transmitting a toning signal over long distances to
allow the conduit to be detected by toning equipment and capable of being torn out of the
polymeric tube to allow the conduit and wirc to be coupled.

82.  (Ncw) The toneable conduit according to Claim 81, wherein said wire is coated
with a coating composition that prevents the wire from adhering to the polymer melt used to

form the polymeric tube.

83.  (New) A method of coupling a first toneable conduit with a second toneable
conduit, comprising the steps of:

providing a first toneable conduit comprising an elongate polymeric tube having a wall
with an interior surface and an exterior surface; a channcl extending longitudinally within the
wall of the elongate polymeric tube; and a stabilizing rib extending longitudinally along the
interior surface of the wall of the elongate polymeric tube and located radially inward from and
supporting said channcl; and a contintious wire coincident with the channel in the elongate
polymeric tube;

providing a second toneable conduit comprising an elongate polymeric wube having a wall
with an interior surface and an cxterior surface; a channel cxtending longitudinally within the
wall of the elongate polymeric tube; and a stabilizing rib extending longitudinally along the

interior surface of the wall of the elongate polymeric tube and locatcd radially inward from and
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supporting said channel; and a contimuous wire coincident with the channcl in the clongate
polymeric tube; |

tearing the wire of the first toneable conduit through the exterior surfacc of the first
toneable conduit;

tearing the wire of the second toneable conduit through the exterior surface of the second
toncable conduit;

mechanically connecting the first conduit and sccond conduit; and

clecinically connecting the wire from the first toneable conduit and the wire from the

second toneable conduit.

84. (New) The mcthod according to Claim 83, said providing steps comprising
providing a first toneable conduit and a sccond toneable conduit wherein the wire in the first

toneable conduil and in the second toneable conduit is a copper-clad steel wire.

85. (New) The method according to Claim 83, said providing steps comprising
providing a first toneable conduit and a second toneable conduit wherein the wire in the first
toncable conduit and in the second toneable conduit is coated with a coating composition that

comprises polytctrafluoroethylene.

86. (New) The method according to Claim 83, said providing steps comprising
providing a first toneable conduit and a second toneablc conduit wherein the elongate polymeric
tube of the first toneable conduit and the second toneable conduit is formed of high density

polycthylene.

87. (New) A toneable conduit, comprising:

an clongate polymeric tube having a wall with an intcrior surface and an exterior surface,
a channel extending longitudinally within the wall of the clongate polymectic tube; and a
stabilizing rib extending longitudinally along the interior surface of the wall of the clongate
polymeric tube and located radially inward from and on the same radius as said channcl; and
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4 continuous wire coincident with the channel in the elongate polymeric tube;

said wire capable of transmitting a loning signal to allow the conduit to be detected by
toning equipraent.

88.  (New) The toneable conduit according to Claim 87, wherein the wirc is a high

elongation wire.

89.  (Ncw) The toneable conduit according to Claim 88, wherein the high elongation
wire has an elongation of at least about 1%.

90.  (New) The toneable conduit according to Claim 89, wherein the h.lgh elongation

wire has an elongation of at least about 3%.

91.  (New) The toneable conduit according to Claim 89, whercin the high clon gation
wirc is selected from the group consisting of copper-clad steel wire, copper-clad aluminum wire,

copper wire, and tin copper wire.

92, (New) The toneable conduit according to Claim 89, wherein the high elongation

wirc is copper-clad steel wire.

93. (New) The toneable conduit according to Claim 89, wherem the high elongation

wire has a diametcr of from about 0.32 mm to about 2.59 mm.

94.  (New) The toneable conduit according to Claim 87, wherein the wire is selected
from the group consisting of copper-clad steel wire, copper-clad aluminum wire, copper wire,

and tin copper wire.

95. (New) The toneable conduit according to Claim 87, wherein the wire is coppcr-

clad steel wire.
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96. (New) The toneable conduit according to Claim 87, wherein the wire has a
diametcr of from about 0.32 mm to about 2.59 mm.

97.  (New) The toneable conduit according to Claim 87, wherein said wirc is coated
with a coating composition that prevents the wire from adhering to the polymer melt used to

form the polymetric tube.

98.  (New) The toncable conduit according to Claim 87, whercin the coating
composition is formed of a polymeric material selected from the group consisting of
fluoropolymers, polyamides, polyesters, polycarbonates, polypropylene, polyurethancs,
polyacetals, polyacrylics, epoxies and silicone polymers.

99.  (New) The toneable conduit according to Claim 98, wherein the coating
composition is formed of 2 polymeric material that has a melting tcmperature of at least about
500°F.

100.  (Ncw) The toneable conduit according to Claim 99, wherein the coating

composition is formed of polytetrafluoroethylene.

101.  (New) Thc toneable conduit according to Claim 87, wherein said elongale tube
has a predetermincd wall thickncss.

102.  (New) The toneable conduit according to Claim 101, wherein the exterior surface

of the tube is smooth.
103.  (New) The toneable conduit according to Claim 87, wherein said elongatc

polymeric tube is formed of a polymeric matenal selected from the group consisting of

polyethylene and polyvinyl chloride.
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104.  (New) The toneable conduit according to Claim 103, wherein said elongate
polymeric tube is formed of high density polyethylene.

105.  (New) The toneable conduit according to Claim 87, further comprising at least
one additional rib extending longitudinally along the interior surface of the elongate polymeric
tube to facilitate the installation of cable within the conduit.

106.  (New) The toneable conduit according to Claim 87, whercin said wire is capable
of being torn out of the polymeric tube to allow the conduit and wire to be coupled.

107.  (New) A toncable conduit, comprising;

an elongate polyméric tube formed of high density pol yethylenc having a wall with an
interior surface, an exterior surface, and a predetcrmined wall thickness; a channel extending
longitudinally within the wall of the elongate polymeric tube; and a stabilizing rib extending
longitudinally along the interior surface of the wall of the elongate polymeric tube and located
radially inward from and on the same radius as said channel; and

. acontinuous, copper-clad steel wire coincident with the chaunnel in the elongate

polymeric tube;

said copper-clad steel wire capable of transmitting a toning signal over long distances to
allow the conduit to be detected by toning cquipment and capable of bein g torn out of the
polymcric tube to allow the conduit and wire to be coupled.

108. (Ncw) The toneable conduit according to Claim 107, wherein said wirc is coated
with a coating composition that prevents the wire from adhering 10 the polymer melt used to

form the polymeric tube.
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109.  (New) A method of coupling a first toneable conduit with a second toneable
conduit, comprising the steps of: ‘

providing a first toneable conduit comprising an elongate polymeric tube having a wall
with an intcrior surface and an exterior surface; a channel cxtending longitudinally within the
wall of the elongate polymeric tube; and a stabilizing rib extending longitudinally along the
interior surface of the wall of the elongate polymeric tube and located radially inward from and
on the same radius as said channel; and a continuous wire coincident with the channel in the
elongate polymeric tube;

providing a second loneable conduit comprising an elongate polymeric tube having a wall
with an intcrior surface and an exteﬁor surface; a channel extending longitudinally within the
wall of the elongate polymeric tube; and a stabilizing rib extending longitudinally along the
intetior surface of the wall of the elongate polymeric tube and located radially inward from and
on the same radins as said channel; and a continuous wire coincident with the channel in the
elongate polymeric tube;

tearing the wire of the first toneable conduit through the exterior surface of the first

'~ toneable conduit; .

tearing the wire of the second toneable conduit through the exterior surface of the second
toneablc conduit;

mechanically connecting the first conduit and second conduit; and

electrically conncecting the wire from the first toneable conduit and the wire from the

seconid loneable conduit.
110. (New) The method according to Claim 109, said providing steps comprising
providing a first toneable conduit and a second toncable conduit wherein the wire in the first

toneable conduit and in the second toneable conduit is a copper-clad steel wire.

111.  (New) The method according to Claim 109, said providing steps comprising

providing a first toncable conduit and a second toneable conduit wherein the wire in the first

PAGE 19/32* RCVD AT 112012003 7:44:52 PM [Eastem Standard Time] * SYR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0* DNIS:8729306 * CSID:4048817777 * DURATION (mm-5s):09-50



.01/20/05 19:50 FAX 4048817777 @o20

Appl. No.: 09/989,289
Filed: November 20, 2001
Page 15

~ toneable conduit and in the second toneable conduit is coated with a coating composition that

comprises polyletrafluoroethylene.

112.  (New) The method according to Claim 109, said providing stcps comprising
providing a first toneable conduit and a sccond toneable conduit wherein the clongate polymeric
tube of the first toneable conduil and the second toneable conduit is formed of high density
polycthylene.
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